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PULAKESHI-II 

Pulakeshi II, who ruled from AD. 61 0 to 
642, is celebrated in history for inflicting a 
defeat on the mighty Harshavardhana of 
Thaneswar on the banks of the Narmada. 

During his career as king, Pulakeshi 
fought war after war to win laurels. Yet, 
Pulakeshi's story is such as to illustrate 
the futility of war. Pulakeshi fought a battle 
with the Pallava king Mahendravarman I, 
in which the latter was defeated and killed. 
This in turn led to Narasimhavarman I, 
son of Mahendravarman I, taking revenge 
on Pulakeshi. In this second encounter 
with the Pallavas, Pulakeshi was defeated 
and killed. 

The Chinese pilgrim Hiuen Tsang has 
left us an account of his travels in 
Pulakeshi's kingdom. He says, ....... the 
people,who are tall of stature and have a 
stern and vindictive character,are honest 
and simple, are grateful to their bene
factors and ruthless to their enemies." We 
have depicted Pulakeshi's relationship 

• 
with his uncle Mangalesha. in the light of 
the latter part of this statement. 
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-

THE 51)(TI'i CliNTI.IRY A.O., VAMPI 
• IT WI'J~ FOI.INOEO 8« THIi ~:~ 

1-11650"1 1(l!l!RTIV~RMIiN r, HIIC> • 'M:~;; 
IlMPlRIf • 

LEFT 
UNFULFI~Lo!O •• • MV THREE 
'oOUNti MN& ," MY Ptll.llI<E!>Hf.·· 
WHAT Wll.L IJ ! <:OM.! OF HIM ? 

• MOD'!RN MOAMI IN KARNATAKA 

THI! E.1IR.t'/ ""'l! STERN 
. HE ,11"10 !IFnI( HIS 

INTO,lf "TIi!ONtJ IINO 

HIS IfLPE.~T 
"IE.O, 



PRINCE PULAJ<:1!6HI 19 THE 
K11oI6'.6 "'GtfTFUL HEII't,IIUT 
HI! ~ TOO VOUH6 TO 

,~A6(.END "Tl11! 1'HRONE. 

MANGIILESHA 
~NGER 6R07HE~. 

A J!I!6!NT WILL Plt08A5LV 8E 
APPOINTED FmI. "Till!. Pltl,.CIi. 
IT WILL NA"TURAlLV 51!. ,.,& 

MY FIRST OU"TV 1& "TO 
COMPLE1'e. ,ME VISHNU 
1"EMPl.E lEI'"T UNFINISHED 

BY"'V BRO"TIiI!R', 



,,",Oil/( ON _ - "1Ptf!.110N OP rrrE " .. " 
HIHS OVERLOOl<,lNlJ ~"7"PI WAS 

"" 

7111& 

... 



NlAN6AL~Sffl! THEN IIPP01NT~P /¥/NOIT5 TO 
pUU'HESHI fiNO PRfiPltIU! HI/Ol TO '" 

IIIND FA'R-I"UNDEP 
TOO. HE w,u. 
MAiU! lIN 'D5I'1L 

K,He . 

"'EGeNT,NOT KING, 
PlEI\&E CONTINUI', 
SIR. I'vE COME TO 
SEE HOW VOUR 

151110TTIHG 
ON •. 

I POH'1 KHOW, 
flUT I'M 



IT UP! SOON "IOU 
I 8EW/liE AN UN-

RIVALLEP SWORDSMAN. 
!JUT 'IOU MUST NOT 
t-IEdiLECT 'fOUR 

IN l.AW. 

NOT, 
IJNCLE. 



I 
I 

DE.LIVER THESI! TO 
THe. TEMPLI! 11'1 THE 
NAMe OF eM.PEI'tQA. 
MANGALE&HA . 

,-/ 

BEAR i':;'~"~' :iM~' ALL,YOU 

_r-":::,"G::..._ 

THE CREDn 
OF THE GIFT& 
,sI'lOULO GO TO 
pU~I'\KEi9HI. 

ALL RIGHT, THEoN 
PO WHATE.VER 
'IOU LIK£· 

1'I0! I AM 
HOT THE 

KING! 



W. 
WILL DO 
THAT 10011 

" 



WHAT! 

• 



15 'IOU,5IR. 
GO IN.·n'!e KII'G 

'IOU. 

EYER'fOl"'E IGNORE5 
ME. EVEN ,He G4I1RDS 
SEEM 1"0 MOCK AT ME. 

OR AM ) IMAGINING 
THING\'> f 



.. 
H" 

;~~~j~'~~:i:~HAVE ~ I!I'!RNEPn.WITH 
'fouR. .,..1&00111, LOVE 
OF <JU~'TICG ANt> \.'I'I~OUR, 

'IOU DU,.RVE TO &E 

fiNO MlJN4llt6SH19 TOOl( Ii 5T4P FIf«)M WHICH 
THlifke "''''5 NO T'IItNINt; MOl:. 

o PO NOT 
W!\S1'e II MONlEI'4T. 
I,.EAVE VATAPI lIT 

ONce • 

• -
-



TREI'I'OI'l! THI5 IS> 
SETRMI'II. OF M'I FATHER 
liND OF ME,HIS ELDEST 
$ON AND Itl~WTFUL 

HEIR. 

'to' • 

UNCl.6 ••• 1 CALL HIM UNCLE 
ioIOW··.HS 19 NO LONGER REGENT .•. 
HE 15 '" TRI'IITOR .•• AN eNEMY OF 
"THE ~TATa AND I WILL DeAL WITH 

1\(11 .!!UGH. 

.-

BUT VI'ITAPI 
FOR THE TIMS 86.Ii'lG, 
'IOU ARE ON£: AGAINST 

MAN"! H61<:1:;" __ / 

., ,. 

.,.,eo, I WilL 

FLEe THE 
,PLAce NOW. 

SUT '". 



• 

(lMOr "nitro I<utko 

,-----' .. -.C, C,-.C,C,C.=-=,C,-,C,CECC,C,O,",=,"'''' 
STANDARD OF 1'118 FATHER 
THAl" I WILL ReTURN ONE 

PAY ,0 5E THE KIJ'iG • 

NO, /(1'1 FRIEND, 
NOT LIKE A 
COMMONeR. 

• 

-



GOOD DfI'f. 
STRAHGIlFl.. WHERE 
,." '<00 

I COMS. FROIY\ 
'--C'y...,. .... '" . 

M'f FRleHDe-, 
MAHGflLI!!SHA HAS 
COMMITTED A 
OASTI'IRDLY O£E.P 
11'1 PROCLAIMING 
HIMSELF KING. 

flH! THAT NEST OF 
SNAKE&! MANGIILESHA 
WILL NOT GET AWAY 
WITH WHAT HE HA!!I 

OOHE! 

News 
HAS SPII"EAO!· 

'fl!e.! HE WAS !lUfPOSEO 
TO €IE Tl"lla CflRa"TAKI!!R.. 
HI! 5HOULD 
TtiE THRONE TO 
pULAI("~HI. TI16 

HfIR,Ol1 IT. 



DO PILL 
LIKE T~I!I ? 

yes., Of COUR5E! EVeR'll 
RIGHT-TItIH"'IN~ CITllEN WILt. 

REMII'N La¥AL TO PRINC •• ', .. ," 
OUR U 

, '" 
PULAK~HI. 

MOI>T NoalE F'RI",CE, 
WE /IRE 110NOUR;EP TO 

. !'lAVE 'IOu AMONG ";";/ //,~';'N.G_._ 

, 

HE I~ RIGMT 

MERE::... _/ 

I C"'H"'OT fORGET 'IIOUR, 
GRilNDI''''TI1ER, THE FIRf>T 
F'ULAI<JISI1I,OR 

HO&lE 



/I"." 'o'OC.J REPR~~fi.NT 
THEM ".OW, ~OUNG 

PRINCE.. 

I<OIII.E PRIN{E,' AM COMMANOING 
OFFICER OF TH~ GARRISON PO&TeD ,''' 
1HI5 REGION. We. Cillol 1>10&II.I%E 
OUR!!II!.LVI!.!!I Wlntl'" A CIW'& TIM!!. 

TO FIGHT I'OR'IOU. 

FQ~CE ! yes, ,HAT 
'!illH£; ONLY WAY 
10 PEAL WI"fH 

"TRIIITOR. 

GOOD {ITIZ2NEo, I PROMI&E YOU 
WHEN' R2GAIN THE THRONE, 

I &HA!.!. NOT FORGET 
'fOUR LOve AtlD LOVAL"T"'. 

tlEV2R \ 

,tte. HI!.LP 
IIRMY. GET 

MCIC: YOUR ,/"IRONS 'Y FORCI.. 

{OMMI'\NDER.,M0811.IZE 'lOUR "'EN. 
&tiT MAINTAIN THE GREA,SST SECREC'!', 
/'INO DO NOTHING TILL I GIllE THE WOItO. 



"- , 

EI'/CH OTHER. 

'" IDENTI!"I"" IN ANA"'TPtlR DISTRICT, ANPHRA PRADe:I!O~ 



HIS SW()RlJ· 

\ 

\ 



SOON '1OU WilL 
/'IN UN!>EATA&lIO 
&liT 'fOU MU5T NOT 
NEGLeCT 'lOUR 
LE'Oo'OoONS IN LAW. 

I CANNOT .•• 
I WILL ••. 



BHI M"I. 



.E~/VENOEV GOVINVII . .. "!'!'IIVIIIII 11110 1V RIIN FOR. 111~ 

-

.. I<li'oI(i 01" Wi'tAT IS NOW PflKSNINA KANN ... OA 

.... MOOfllN ELEPHANT'" 15lANO$ 

--~-------------------



ANP I DON'T II'nI'NP 
LOSING ANY IN nlE I't.I TUIt~ 

EITHER.. I "I'IV~ lONG 
pj;!EAMT OF CONQUliRIN4 

THE SOUTH. __ ~ 

I PIT" 
PtlUlI<~s"r. 
He WON'T 

~ """" HIT HIM! 



/fI'I LORD, THE ... 
..• WE .•• TJ1!'IT 
I~ •.. OU~ •.• 

WE ••• 

RETREAT"\' ItET~EIIT ! 
I HAvE NEVER ~NOWH 
Sl.lCI1 A WORD! 
ApVANCE TEN STEPS 
TO.v.o~ROW THEN 

'\ 



IlIi ! HOW &W£f:T 
1& THE TA~T.e 
01" VICTOR"'! 

TH¥IUi W!lS 

• Sllf'REME LORD ( THE TITLi;:;::;;:::~: 
." TERRITORIAL DIY1910l>l!O ( ~ AHD kON)(flH) 



MY ~OI'I:O,11O NOT 

GO ON "";",';,;"1'1101""''''1'1 
AGAIN.", 
ME HOW , 

II,"P FOR A I<JNG, 
I<IIDAM8A, WAR l~ 
HIS> llfE~8R.EJlTl1 
IINP ~"E&S. IN 
IT, THE. I'II!C111R 
OF HIS. LIFE. 



ciAv.e 
Vf-OICIITED TO 

" 

~H \.Ie.ro:\.I II 
OF PI!I'!SIA. 

TEII'IPLE6 AS !f~ ()ID 



............ """,'" ~~;:;;;-:;;;;:c:~=~=::::::::~ 
•.• AND GROUNO 
"'$HTI\~RA 'MTO 

·PI&tfT ... • ... !'. 

II/IV I KI!I! '" T I , 
WH'f £>Cl'H'T 
'10i.1 COMPlU;: 
A 1001(. GON5I~T1/'fG 
OF YOUR I'fI'tWSI' 

WI! WILL 
STRIK8 n~ORI: 
HI!. WlAKIii& 
THI!! fiRST 

MOVE. 

! HAVE eEl!,.. PLANNmG 
TO, WI'f ~ORD. I WiLL CIILL 

IT ntE IIIHOLIi 
PRASIi/l6TI lIND WRITE 
IT IN PRA'$I! OF YOU. 

"" HIUt&Jotllt I'IL$O I 
..... PI&HTA IILSO "''''ANS FLOOR., 

• 





--

, 

, . 

PI'ILLAVA5 
ARE HeRE, 
ARE THE.'1 it' 

...... -" 

• • 



...-_______ '<" _______ PULAKESHI·II 

THROW OPE~ TI'I£ 1'I.J~II"'ESI1I FOUGHT FOR filS H<)f.K)UR. •.. 

6.0.1£& OF THE FORT. 
,'\1;0 I WI~L LEAD 

M'f ..... EN. 

KEI!!P IT UP
PFlE&S FOF!WoIIRD, 

1fI'f /fII!N! 



_ ____ ,-___ ~---.::::: "mar Chit/"Q;.!~! 
NLIJI<.ES/f,'5 MEN 6£G,llAI TO FlEE .• , .•. lIN., rJofE TRIJTJof PitWI¥EO 

_ t 

wrrH TH~ FORC~ OF IJ 

I HAVE LO&T THE 
MTTLE! OI1,GOOI 


