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KING RAVASHEKHARA, THE WEALTHY RULER COF

FANTHALAM , IN KERALA ,HAD NO CHILDREN,

HIS SUBJECTS WERE WORRIED.

<
IF THERE IS NO HEIR )| O THAT HE WERE

TO THE THRONE, BLESSED WITH A
50&&_)%
YES, A SON

WHAT WILL BECOME
OF US WHEN OQUR

KING DIES? I\ AS PIOUS AND
Al ||\ GENEROUS
STTTITID, A2 HE 19!
'-' 3 Ig'._ i -
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HIS AMBITIOUS DIVAN, HOWEVER ,

WAS HAFFPY.

AS LONG AS THERE
1S NO HEIR TO THE
THRONE , WHEN
RAJASHEKHARA
DIES HIS
KINGDOM WILL
CERTAINLY
BE MINE,
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ONE DAY AS RAUASHEKHARA AND HIS

YOU ARE RIGHT, MY
QUEEN SAT TALKING —

QUEEN. LET US

LET US PRAY TO Ll BEGIN PRAYING
ry/ ALAS ! WHO WILL '\ LORD SHIVA -
RULE THE KINGDOM | FOR A SON. TTEEY
| AM SURE HE E;;

h WILL BLESS
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FROM THAT DAY
RAJASHEKHARA
AND HIS WIFE
PRAYED
FERVENTLY TO
LORD SHIVA
FOR A SON.

MEANWHILE, FAR
AWAY, THE EVIL
MAMHISHASURA
PERFORMED
SEVERE PENANCES
TO OBTAIN A
BOON FROM
LORD BRAHMA,




AT LAST, LORD BRAHMA AFPEARED BEFORE HIM. Q) ““"”-’ff YOU HAVE PLEASED

‘ ‘ \' 7 % ME MAHISHASURA.
i’;u. ” ( et Z WHAT BOON
' / PO You 5EEK?

MAHISHASURA WAS QUICK WITH HIS

REQUEST, |
LET MY DEATH |

NOT BE CAUSED "
BY ANY MAN ON .

THIS EARTH.

" AND BRAHMA
'''' | DISAPPEARED.

HA ! HA! NOW | AM THE
%) MOST POWERFUL
ONE :




BOON, MAHISHASURA BEGAN HARASSING ALL ON EARTH.

EMBOLDENED BY THE

THE EVIL
ONE 1S

HERE.!

THEN LET

4

us EVOKE
QUIR
COMBINED
POWERS

ONE WITH

THE DEVAS HELD COUNCIL..

T

SE OF
ONLY A

THIS ASURA MUST BE
DESTROYED. BECALI
MA’S BOON
WOMAN WOULD BE ABLE /A
TO DOIT. dii

BRAH




AS SOON AS THE WOMAN ﬁfi‘PEﬁEED BEFORE

HA! HA! HA!

WILL CALL
HER
CHANDIKA

// ‘...:.;;M., Fa

LAUGHING ALL THE WHILE , CHANDIKA
DEVI DESCENDED ON EARTH.THE WHOLE
WORLD 5‘{-{0015 wWITH THE FORCE.
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DEVI! 0 TO EARTH
AND DESTROY
THE EVIL
MAMISHASURA.

o ]
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WHO 1S THAT

SENSELESS
WOMAN 2 6O
BRING HER




BUT CHANDIKA DEVI VANQUISHED THEM IN NO TIME.
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IF NECESSARY; BUT
BRING HER HERE/!

[ LORD! We HAD
TO RETREAT.

HOWEVER , THE ARMY WAS NO
MATCH EITHER FOR CHANDIKA




MAHISHASURA WAS MAD WITH ANGER . HE APPROACHED
CHANDIKA DEVI FIERCELY ... T
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HAS GONE
TOO FAR,
| SHALL
DESTROY 7 & W
HER. b, Ux \am
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BUT HE ,TOO, WAS NO MATCH FOR HER
AND WAS SOON SLAIN.




HER MISS/ION ACCOMPLISHED,
CHANDIKA DEVI ASCENDED TO HEAVEN.

WHEN MAHISH! , THE WIFE OF
MAHISHASURA ,LEARNT OF HER
HUSBAND’S DEATH—

| SHALL TEACH
THE DEVAS

A LESSON.IT

WAS THEY
WHO INVOKED
THE DEVI.

MAHISHI LUINDERTOOK A DEEP PENANCE
TO PROPITIATE LORD BRAMMA . HE
APPEARED BEFORE HER.

BRAHMA GRANTED HER THE
BOON AND VANISHED.

[ THAT | SHOULD
NOT MEET MY
DEATH AT THE

HANDS OF EITHER

VISHNU OR SHIVA!

MAHISHI! WHAT
DO YOu
DESIRE?




MAHISHI BEGAN
TAUNTING THE

._—a~‘ = 1
T oo U\
e S

TO WHOM WILL YOou TURN Now? J
SHIVA AND VISHNU ARE /
POWERLESS —/\. R LT
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| MUST PUT

AN END TO
MAHISHI'S
ARROGANCE.

-
WE MUST CREATE

A 5ON WHO
WILL DESTRQY

" | WILL TAKE
RAJASHEKHARA
AND HIS QUEEN .

—\ THEY LONG FOR

A CHILD.

\ HIM THERE! |}



AS SO0ON AS THE INFANT WAS-CREATED ~

| WILL TIE THIS 60LD
BELL AROUND HIS
NECK BEFORE | TAKE
HIM TO EARTH.

AFTER A TIRING DAY WHILE THE PARTY
RELAXED ON THE BANKS
OF THE RIVER PAMPFA... [

HOW PEACEFUL
AND QUIET
IT 15 HERE.




SUDDENLY HE HERRD A FEEBLE WAIL.

A BABY’s
CRY? HERE?

gl
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RAVASHEKHARA WALKED IN THE DIRECTION FRONM WHICH THE SOUND CAME.
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POOR BABY! NOT A SOUL
DON’T CRY! IN SIGHT.TO
WHOM COULD
IT BELONGS




WHAT SHOULD
| DO? SHOULD
| TAKE HINeHOME ¢
OR SHOULD |
LEAVE HIM
HEREZ

WHILE HE DEBATED WITH HIMSELF A
BRAHMAN SUDDENLY APPEARED BEFORE
Him.

DO NOT
HESITATE,
O KING.TAKE
HIM HOME,

YOU WILL KNOwW
WHEN HE IS
TWELVE YEARS

oLD.

THEN WIHEN THE BRAKMAN WAS
ABOUT TO LEAVE—

CALL HIM MANIKANTHAN,
AFTER THE GOLD

BELL WHICH HANGS
ROUND HIS NECK.

wWAIT! wHAT
SHALL |
CALL HIM®?




RAJASHEKHARA TOOK MANIKANTHAN
HOME TO HIS QUEEN. [

A CHILD AT LAsT!
HOW HAPPY
I AM.,
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BUT RAJVASHEKHARA'S DIWAN DIDN’T

THINK 0.

4

=

THE ACCURSED
CHILD!IT
MAS UPSET ALL
MY PLANS.

OOO00]||

MANIKANTHAN SOON GREW UP INTO
A STRONG YOUNG LAD.

pe—— X

HE WAS PLACED UNDER THE GUIPANCE
OF AN EXCELLENT 6URU AND SOON
MASTERED ALL THERE WAS TO LEARN.
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BY THE TIME MANIKANTHAN’S STUDIES THEN THE GURU BROUBHT HIS BLIND

WERE OVER , THE GURLI KNEW THAT HE WAs | | AND MUTE SON BEFORE MANIKANTHAN.
A DIVINE
CHILD. SIR, PLEASE ACCEPT MY GURU- | | MANIKANTHAN,
DAKSHINA PLEASE RESTORE
HIS SIGHT AND
SPEECH.

P |

FROM YOU
| WANT
{ compassion. ||
\ NOT TMESE. /JJ/

SRR BB i ot A S

FATHER | | HAVE BEEN
GIVEN A NEW
LIFE!

AFTER THIS FIRST MIRACLE MANICANTHAN PERFORMED MANY ¥
MORE , THE NEWS SPREAD. Lo

, i SEEN SUCH A
f OIFTED BOY.

| THE DIWAN, WHO OVERHEARD THESE COMMENTS...

*THE TRADITIONAL TRIBUTE GIVEN BY A DISCIPLE TO HIS TEACHER



AND THEN THE UNFORESEEN HAPFPENED.
THE QUEEN GAVE BIRTH TO A SON.

...GO0T REALLY WORFRIED.

| MUST GET
RID OF THE \ , ALAS! WHY WERE
BOY SOME- , YOU NOT BORN
EARLIERZ NOW YoUu
WILL NEVER
BECOME KING.

THE DIWAN WAS JUBILANT.

*E Il THE THRONE
/

QUEEN. | ~
—=—lf '\ [ MANIKANTHAN wWiLL
} 500N BE TWELVE
YEARS OLD.HE WILL

THEN BE CROWNED
HEIR APPARENT.

| SHALL YET
BE MINE!

15



WHAT CAN

WITH THAT, YOUR

OWN SON WILL | DO?
LOSE ALL CHANCES | AM
OF EVER BECOMING | HELPLESS.

_ THE RULER.

wiLL YOU DO
A5 | TELL YOU?
FOR THE SAKE
OF YOUR
OWN SON 2

| WILL .FOR MY
SON | WILL DO
ANYTHING.

THEN PRETEND
TO HAVE A
SEVERE
HEADACHE,
LEAVE THE
REST TO ME,

THE DIWAN THEN WENT TO THE
COURT PHYSICIAN.

DO AS | TELL
YOUu AND You
WILL BE WELL
REWARDED.




THE QUEEN HAS A

SEVERE HEADACHE.
YOU WILL PRESCRIBE
TIGRESS’S MILK AS
THE ONLY REMEDY.

JUST THEN A |NEBE=Y THE QUEEN 1S IN
MESSENGER | [FTIET| AGONY.THE KING
cAmE TO THE I ||| HAS ASKED YOU TO =i
PHYSICIAN . || EXAMINE HER IMMEDIATELY. /B

/ —7 L S
.}. AP ::‘ ‘- W ‘. -‘ = I'r:.l =0,
Vo 2 ; B/ e

WHAT 1S THE S,/ THE
QuickesT 8L ONLY REMEDY FOR
REMEDY 21 CAN- 25 THIS AILMENT 1S JIlE
NOT BEAR TO *ﬁ/u-»‘ﬁm‘ TIGRESS’S MiLK. J ||
see my queen [l N




THE KING WAS AGHAST.
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TIGRESS'S MILK S
BUT HOW ARE
WE TO GET IT 2

—'| THE KING THOUGHT ABOUT IT FOR A WHILE AND
~\THEN SENT FOR HIS DIWAN.

SEND AS MANY MEN AS POSSIBLE
INTO THE FOREST IN SEARCH OF
TIGRESS'S MILK . THE ONE WHO
BRINGS IT SHALL
HAVE HALF MY
KINGDOM.

. = l-'__ !

MANY MEN WENT BUT ALL RETURNED -

51 UNSUCCESSFUL .,

WE SAW A
NUMBER OF
A TIGERS. BUT...
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THEN , EXACTLY AS THE WICKED DIWAN

FOR MY MOTHER’S SAKE

LET ME ©O, FATHER.
[ HOW CAN |\ [ |8
- LET You GO

h)\

==\
&\ ON SuCH A
BoR DPANGEROUS

‘z-ﬁb VENTU
m ENTURE.

= MANIKANTHAN,
| NO! You ARE
\ TOO YOUNG.

== FATMER,LET
| ME 0 ON

i

BUT MANIKANTHAN
PERSISTED AND

RAJASHEKHARA )
HAD TO YIELD. ¥y &0 IF YOuU

NUST.

MANIKANTHAN |I8
SET OUT

FOR THE
FOREST.




AS HE WANDERED DEEFPER AND DEEPER INTO IT HE CAME TO THE DOMAIN OF
MAHISHI, WHO LIVED IN THAT FOREST.

WHO 19 THIS CREATURE
WHO DARES TO TRESPASS

ON OUR FOREST 2| MUST
TELL MY MISTRESS.

THE ASURA RAN TO MAMHISH!. HOW DARE ME,
WITHOUT My
THERE 15 A PERMISSION!

BOY ROAMING I’LL DESTROY

IN OUR
FORESTS,

MAHISHI WENT
urP TO
MANIKANTHAN
AND. ATTACKED
Him.

COME , MAHISHI,
MY EARTHLY
MISSION
IS ABOUT

TO BE =




A FIERCE BATTLE ENSUED.

i
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MANIKANTHAN SOON
KILLED MAHISH!.

AS MANIKANTHAN CONTINUED HIS
SEARCH FOR A TIGRESS, INDRA , KING
OF THE DEVAS, APPEARED BEFORE HIM.

| SHALL TAKE THE‘\
FORM OF A TIGRESS
AND COMWE WITH YOU
INTO THE CITY A%

YOUR MOUNT.

- | THE DEVAS WHO HAD ACCOMPANIED

INDRA ALSO TURNED THEMSELVES
INTO TIGRESSES.

([ FOLLOW YOU
\ INTO THE




AS MANIKANTHAN RODE INTO THE CITY ON HIS TERRIFYING MOUNT FOLLOWED

BY AN EQUALLY TERRIFYING RETINUE —

/4

ONE OF THE CITIZENS RAN TO

RAJASHEKHARA.

MANIKANTHAN
HAS
RETURNED...
WITH A
HORDE OF

TIGRESSES.

THE KING, WHO RUSHED OUT TO
SEE THIS UNUSUAL SIGHT, WAS
STUNNED. .

MANIKANTHAN
1S TWELVE

TODAY. TODAY
I WILL KNOW
WHO HE I5.




JUST THEN HE HEARD
A DIVINE VOICE.

MANIKANTHAN

15 NONE
BUT GOD

HIMSELF.

RAJVASHEKHARA RAN FORWARD AND FELL AT
MANICANTHAN’S FEET:

PLEASE
SEND THE
TIGRESSES
AWAY, .
MANIKANTHAN. W
MY PEOPLE ARE /=
TERROR- '
STRICKEN .

MANIKANTHAN SMILED, AND THE

MY SUSPICIONS

TIGRESSES VANISHED. §

WHEN |
k AS 500N A% Youl OVERHEARD
X LEFT, THE QUEEN A CONVER-
uhﬁ RECOVERED. SATION
| BECAME BETWEEN
SUSPICIOUS. HER AND

<| | WERE coNFIRMED PEEag

MY DIWAN . ¥




I SHALL PUMNISH
THEM FOR

THEM.THEY
HASTENED MY
MISSION OF

SLAYING

N MAHISHI.

AND NOwW
I MUST
LEAVE

THIS
WORLD.

_'\
LORD, A LAST REQUEST. | AM PLEARSED. YOU MAY OBSERVE
SHOW ME THE PLACE IN BUILD IT THE PATH OF THE
MY KINGDOM WHERE WHERE THIS

I MAY BUILD A TEMPLE ARROW | SHOOT
FOR YOU.




THE ARROW FELL AT THE SUummiiT OF THE SHABAR!I HILLS.

LET THERE
BE JUST
EIGHTEEN
STEPS LEADING
TO THE TEMPLE
AT THE EASTERN
®ATE.

MANIKAN THAN VANISHED AND THE
KING BEGAN HIS TREK TO THE

MOUNTAIN TOP.

IT 15 S0
HIGH ...
IMPOSSIBLE.




AT LAST RAJASHEKHARA REACHED THE
TOP OF THE MOUNTAIN .

AS HE STOOD THERE ; DAZED
WONDERING WHERE TO BEGIN—

HOW WILL | ®HALL SEND

| EVER VISHWAKARMA
ACHIEVE TO HELP YOU g
MY TASK 2 ourT.

UNDER THE GUIDANCE OF VISHWAKARMA, ‘
THE DIVINE ARCHITECT...| .

-




THE MAGNIFICENT TEMFPLE WAS SO0N

-3

THROUIGH THE LORDS
GRACE IT HAS RISEN —
NOBLE AND

IMPOSING.

WILL | FIND
A BEFITTING
IDOL NOw 2

LORD VISHNU DIVINED THE
KING’S ANXIETY. HE SENT
FOR PARASHURAMA

G0 DOWN TO EARTH

AS A STONE-CARVER
AND HELP RAJASHEKHARA

INSTALL THE IDOL.

27
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FARASHURAMA LEFT FOR RAVASHEKHARA'S
PALACE Iy PHE GARB OF A SCULPT' OR.

AT THE \\ | HAVE HEARD OF YOUR PROBLEM.| MAY
KING’S COURT— IS \ BE ABLE TO

, . '\ SHOW ME YOUR HELP.
/ il ¥ (@ ’i J WARES BEFORE YOU TAKE

| 1) UP THE CHALLENGING
')J TASK ., AN W
r“ g 2

,1‘ | THEY ARE FLAW-
Wil LESS, EACH ONE
4 OF THEM.

WAL

]
Z
“
=1
Z
o
FA
.
.
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Z
Zi
A
.
4
-
2
4

AN

(N
ARLIAS




4
YOU ARE NO ORDINARY SCULPTOR.TELL | | PARASHURAMA ASSUMED
N ME THE TRUTH.WHO ARE YOU? | | s Owry FORM.
____._,_-"“
. 6 | | Topay, THE DAY OF
> | /[ | AM PARASHURAMA. | | MAKARA SANKRANTLIS
“| ) HAVE ALREADY AUSPICIOUS. | SHALL INSTALL \\_
FASHIONED THE | | THE IDOL STRAIGHTAWAY.
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..AND THUS IT WAS THAT
THE IMAGE OF AYYAPFA,
AS MANIKANTHAN CAME
70 BE POPULARLY
B KNOWN, WAS SANCTIFIED.
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MEANWHILE THE WICKED DIWAN WAS
AFFLICTED 8Y AN INCURABLE
DISEASE.

| HAVE SINNED.
WILL | EVER
BE CLEANSED 2

ONE NIGHT HE HAD A DREAM.

COME TO MY TEMPLE
ON THE SHABARI HILL .
BUT ENTER ONLY
AFTER. CLEANSING
YOURSELF IN THE
PAMPA ¥

(==

\Z

| HAVE COME TO WASH
AWAY MY SINS N
REMORSE ,HOLY
MOTHER . SAVE ME,

T MORNING HE SET OUT FOR THE FAMFA

LORD RANMA,

THE DIWAN CAME OUT OF THE WATER

GLOWING WITH
HEALTH — i

| AM CLEANSED.

HAS BEEN

THE HOLY MOTHER

MERCIFUL.

y.




4 AYYAPPA!
), AYYAPPA!

WHEN HE REACHED THE
SANCTUM SANCTORUM ,
OVERCOME BY EMOTION HE 5 B
FELL AT THE FEET OF THE IDOL. B

-;’fﬁ'o"- '
fk SWAMIYE
r SHARANAM

AYYAPPA!
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AND TO THIS DAY AS PILGRIMS MAKE THEIR WAY TO THE TEMPLE OF AYYAPFA,
THEY CALL OUT “‘SWAMIYE SHARANAM AYYAPFA

.... Al

al
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Ayyappan
The Legend of Shabari Malai

A strange and fascinating series of divine events led to the birth of Manikanthan.

Manikanthan had a glorious destiny. At the end of a life full of dramatic events, Lord Parashurama himself
sculpted and installed an idol of him in the hill temple of Shabari. There, as Lord Ayyappan, he is worshipped
as the presiding deity of the entire hill range.

This lone temple on the top of the Shabari hills, deep in the forests of Kerala, attracts millions of devotees
from all over the country every year. They travel through dense forests full of wild animals, over steep hills
and in inclement weather to obtain his ‘darshan’ (a glimpse) on Makara Sankranthi day (which falls on 14th
January each year). It is said that the Lord comes down to the Shabari Hills on Makara Sankranti in the form
of light to give ‘darshan’ to his innumerable devotees and himself lights the temple lamp. Then in a moving
and beautiful ritual the pilgrims partake of the ‘prasad’ and walk backwards down the eighteen steps, their
faces turned towards the Lord, shining with devotion and ecstasy.
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