


Krishna is the great lover of Indian mythology. 
Yet the details of the women he had wooed, won 
and wed are surprisingiy limited and perhaps 
should be confined to his cootquest of Rukmini. 
Here is the unalloyed romantic tale of none but 
the brave deserving the fair. Krishna here is the 
romantic hero par excellence who recklessly 
carri es away his lady love under the very nose of 
his rivals. 

Rukmini is a perfect foil to Krish na in thi s idyllic 
tale. It is she who though coy, makes the first 
move, by confidently revealing her heart to her 
lover. She plans the detail s of their escapade too 
and proves how high the status of resourcefu l 
women was in ancient India. 

Thi s story has been so popular all over our 
country, through the centuries, that even today to 
most of us the word "$wayamvara " has specific 
reference to the story of Kri shna and Rukmini. 
And it is ironical that in the conventional sense 
it was hardly a $wayamvara. 
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THE SON OF KfN6 
OF VlOARBHA,CAME 

FROM MATH{)RA, BURSTING 
NEWS. _ .. - . 

THE MEMBERS OF THE ROYAL HOUSEHOlO SURROUNDED 

KRISHNA, 
THE COWl4ERD 

FRCWt VRINDAVAN) 
HAS SlAIN 

KAMSA . ;--.... 

• 



u mOr" kOt hO 

IT APPEARS THAT KRISHNA IS REALLY THE 
EIGHTH SON OF VASUDEVA AND DEVAKI, 

KAMSA' S COUSIN. HE AND HIS ELDER 
BROTHER, BAlARAMA, WERE SECRET

ED AWAY TO GQKUL AS SOON AS 
THEY WERE BORN AND WERE 

BROUGHT UP AMONG 
COWHEROS. 

THEN HE 
IS NO 

• 

RUkMINr ! HE HAS 
MURDERED MY 
FRIEND AND YOU 
CALL HIM 

YOU 
NEVER A[)r\I\IT 

THAT KAMSA 
WAS AN EVIL I 
KING . THE YAOAIQ.S 
OF MATHURA HAC 

NEVER BEEN 
HAPPY UNDER. 

HIS RULE. 
I 

..,. IT WAS FORETOLO THAT VI!?HN(/, REBOI?IV AS THe EIGHTH SON OF [)£.VAKI. WOULD 1 
SlAY ~Msq. 



I 

••• OOf'Il 'T FORGET HE 
DEPOSED HIS OWN 

FATI-4ER ANO 

NO I HE REFUSED 
TI-4E CROWN . HE 

INSISTED THAT 
,HE 

HE 
REFUSED 

THE 

I SUPPOSE 
KRISHNA WILL NOW 
BECOME THE KING. 

HE HAS AGREEr 
TO STAY FOR A 
WHILE - TO LEARN 
THE SCRIPTURES 
AND THE 
PRINCELY 

BE 

• 

WHAT ABOUT 
JARASANOHA? 

HOW DID HE 
REACT? 

• 



J~OHA~KAM5A~B FATHER-IN
LA~ WAS THE EMPEROR OF 
.4'IA6AOHA .. THE MOST 
KIN6lXJM OF THOSE 

UKE 

Bo( 
SEEMS TO 
BE VIRTUOUS. 
I CANNOT 
THINK OF A 

5UIT-

WIVES. 

Rf.IKIff/N/ FOI..LOW€O HIM. 

I MUST 
KNON MORE 

ABOUT 
KRISHNA. 

THE SAME THOUe.HT 
OCCURRED TO ME. HE 
REFUSED THE CROWN 
~ MATHURA.HCWV IT 
MUST HAVE PLEASED 

OlD 

ANO MATTERS 570 00 THERE. 



#.EAt/WHIlE, W/ TH THE HBP CY Rf.AI(IHI MlO OTHER ALLlE5~ ,JARASANDHA 
SEVERAl IfTTEMPTS TO t-VEN6E THE OF HIS SON-IN-lAW, BUT IN VAIN. 
AFTEP THE El6HTEEJITH ATTEMPT-

LOOKED AT 
TWINklE IN HIS 

NOW YOU'LL 
ALL THE I 

-~ 

TO DREAM OF THE 
BEAUTIFUL PRINCESS 

~
Of VIDARBHA-THE J.
",OST SOUGHT - / 

FTER 
'oN EARTH. 

'-s Uf 
'-.1-

'='" 

THE VILE YI>DA,VA AND /-lIS 
:::; BROTHER HAVE DODGED US 

A6AlN. WE WILL HAVE TO 
BIDE TIME . LET MV 

RETURN TO 
CAPITALS FOR 
THE PRESENT, 

OUR SPIES SAY 
THAT JARASANDHA 
HAS DECIDED TO 

LIE LON FOR 
A WHILE. 

; 



AH, BALARAIM! 
MY MIND 15 SET ON 
MARRYING HER. BUT 
HER FATHER IS A 
'<4SSAL OF 
AND HER 
RUKMI, HIS 
At 'y, 

EVEN THE MIGHTY 
EMPEROR WITH 

HIS AUIE5 HA5 
NOT BEEN ABLe: 
TO VANQUISH HIM. 
HE AND Q>JLY HE 
SHALL BE MY 
LORD. 

• 

MY FATHER! 
RUKMI! 
THEY'RE 

WIFE 
HOPE THAT 

W ILL WIN 
RUl<Mlt.ll. 



THEY WERE OISCUSSlNG HER 

BHEESHMAKA 

BUT WE CPNNOT 
THINK OF A MORE 
SUITABlE HUSBAND 
FOR HER. AFTER ALL 

JARASANDHA HAS 
Nor YET BEEN 
TO AVENGE 
DEATH . .. 

'<OUR MOTHER 
AND I 

DECIDED 
HER 

",-KRISHNA. 

-

HOW 
FORTUNATE 

AM I! 

. . 
• 

BUT HE 
CERTAINLY 
WIll. IT IS 
ONLY A 

MATTER 
TLME. 



. .' 

EMPERa<'S 
FAVOURITE 
AND MY 
FRIEND

SHISHUOOA, 
THE CRaNN 
PRINCE Of' 

. -

T HEN WHOY! 
DO YOU 

5UOOEST 

I SHALL 
I 

BUr. BHEESHMAJ(A INVARIABLY PERMITTED HIS ELDEST SON TO MAKE ALL 
/)ECISIONS~ EVEN IF THEY 010 NOT <:OINCIOE WITH HIS OW'N WISHES. HE 
SIGH, 

I 

ALL RIGHT, 
RUKMI. DO /oS 

SHALL SEND 
A FORMAL 
PROPOSAL TO 
CHEDI AND 
SHISHUAOJ...A 
ccw,E AND 
MARRY 

THAT RUK/tlIN/ HAD ()VCRH€ARO EVERY 

SO THEY DON'r EVEN 
PLAN TO HOLD A 

SWAYAMWARA. TO WHOM 
,,- I SPEAK? 

SHAll I DO ../ I 



SUOOENLY AN IDEA OCCURRED 
10 HER. 

WHY NOT ! WHY 
SHOULDN'T I? 

AFTER ALL MY 
PARENTS ARE 

FOR IT. 

SHE WENT INTO mE PALACE ANO SENT FOR 
SUNANOA-A BRAHMAN WHOO SHE TRUSTED 
AND WHO WAS DEVOTED TO HER. WHEN HE 
CJWE-

- ... , . 

WHY DO YOU lDOK 
so PALE,MY UTILE 

ONE? WHATlS THE 
MATTER? 

SHE TOLD HIM Af3()(jT THE CONVER&4TKW 5#E HAO OIIERHEAR{)' 

o VENERABLE ONE I 
WOJLD IT BE WRONG 
MY PART TO SEND A 

SECRET MESSAGE 
10 THE YADAVA 

HERO? 



BUT WITH W~ 
CAN I ENTRUST 

A 

I WILL 00 
DWARAl(A. 

I 

.. ·AND BE 
SURE 10 TELL 
HIM THAT I 

WOULD NCJr WANT 
MY KITH AND ·KIN 

"BE KILLED ON 
ACCOUNT. 

RUKIWNI 
ANO" 

• 

DO NOT 
'rVORRY, RUKMlNt. 

I WILL NOT 
FORGET. 

WITH f5RCAT DIFFICULTY; 8UNANOA REACHED OWARAKA WHERE HE WAS 
G/VIiN A WARM I WEtrJ:),t1€.AFTIER HE WAS RESTIiO ANO I<£FRt:SHEO-

f-
o VENERABI E 

ONE, IF IT 
WOULD Nor MEAN 
BETRAYING ANY 
CCNI=IDENCE, TELL 
US WHY YOU HAVE 
COME TO OUR 

INACCESSIBLE 
CITY? ".' .. 



I HAVE COME WITH 
A MESSAGE FROM 

RUKMINI, THE 
PRINCESS OF 

VIC>\RBHA. 

• 
KRI SHNA & ~,,~~;;o ,---_ 

SlJNAN{),4 ]OlD /(/(I54NA A8OI.IT THE 
CONVCRSKTIO/V THAT Rt:lKMINI HAl) 

OVERHE,ARD. THEN HE GA_"_"' __ ---, 
RUKMINI'S ME55AGE • 

• " r HAVE CHOSEN 
'IOU AS MY 
CO'IIE TO 
VANQUISH THE 
OF JARASANDHA AND 
s;rSHUPALA ANO 
CLAIM ME • •• 

WHEN KRISHNA 
ME55.46E-

IF yOJ DO 
NOr CO'IIE 
.AND TAKE 
AWAY SHE 
DECIDED Tn 
61VE UP 
LIFE. 

RNISH£O READlNS THE 

SHE 
MENTIONS 

Tl-IAT I N THE 
MESSAGE. BUT 

LITTLE DOES 
SHE REAUSE 
THAT I TOO

HAVE SET MY 
HEART ON . 

- -• 



YES! I H<lVE. B(JT1 
THAT RUKMI 
NOT WANT 

NO. IT DOES NOT· NON THAT 
SHE HAS REVEALED HER HEART 
10 ME, 1 SI-'.ALL MAKE HER MINE. 

• • • -.-.-

I S .... A' I NOT HESITATE TO ROUT 
ALL THE KINGS wHo ~ __ oj 
Sf AND IN MY WAY. 

OVERoOYEO, SUllANa4 UNFOLOEO THE REST OF RUKN/#/ 'S RANS. THE# -

• 

• 
THE GENTLE 

ONE IS AN XIOUS THAT 
THERE SHOULD BE NO 

FAMILY BUDOD SHED 
HER ACCOUNT. 

RUKMlNI IS BELfEVED TO BE THE GODDESS 



IfRI5HNA SENT FOR HI5 CHARIOTEER. MEANWHILE, R!.IIfMI'S ~ 
WHEN HE PROPOSAL AND INVITATION HAD 

IT'5 NOT AS EASY 
AS you THINK. r DO 
NOT TRUST THAT VILE 
COWHERD. HE IS SURE 10 
HEAR OF THE NEWS AND 
SNATCH THE BRIDE AWAY. WE 
WilL HAVE TO BE PREPARED. 

REACHED SHISHUPALA. HE WAS 
vUBILAN:!~T.~=~~~~---

I SAYS 
THERE IS NOT 

I 10 BE ANY 5WAYAM-
• ALL I HAVE 10 DO IS 

10 GO ·TO VIDARBHA AND 
THE ENPEROR 
GOOD NEWS. 



omar chit ra katho 

JARASANOHA SEN T FOR ALL HIS W455A LS ANO r AM BENT 0\1 

MEANWHILE, AS 5a)'I AS K.e'SHM4 HAD 
l EFT OIVAR.A.t:4 I GWe OF BAl.ARAh\4' S 
SPIES C4M£ TO HIM. 

LDRD. THE 
EMPEROR HAS INFORMED 
All HIS ALLIES m MARCH 
TO VlJ)<\RBHA. HE 

TROUBLE 

6ET MY 
CHARlar 

READY ! RAllY 
OUR ARMIES ! V / 
ELEPHANTS, 
HORSES, 
CHARIOTS. 

ALL! 

SECURING THE 
PRINCESS CF vrOARBHA 

SH ISHUA'lLA. 'IOU 
BE READY TO 

T HE 

AT VlQ4fflIt4, RUKMlNI'S 
INCR£AS€O WITH 
MOMEN T. 

THE HOUR 
IS DRAWING 

NEARER. WHY 
HAS MY 

DID MY 
MESSAGE 

DISGUST HIM? 
IF'SO, THEN 

WHY HASN'T 
SUNANOA 

RETURNED ? 



KRISHNA & RUKMINI 

AS 51-£ LOOKED OUT OF THE WINDOW FOR 
HUNOREOTH TIME, fJfIE SAW SUNANOA 
THE. PALACE. 

HE 
CHEERFUL HIS 

GAIT 15 C()\JFIDENT. 
HE MUST BRING 
600D NEWS, HIS 
M ISSIQf\l HAS BEEN 

. . 
.' ." 

YOU 
MAY 
TO 
ROOMS. 
I WISH 
TO BE 

TO HER 

WHEN THEY LEFT, SHE RAN TO THE DOOR 0<" THE ROOII AND STOOD 
WAITIN(5 FOR THE 

HE HAS COYlE, UTTLE 
ONE. EVERYTHING TO 
GO ACCORDING TO 
HIS BROTHER TOO 

WITH THE 

N£lI.S QC KRISHNA'S ARRIVAL 
REACHED BHEE5HMAK/I; TOO. 



HAVE A MANSION READY 
FOR HIM. FURNISH IT 

WITH EVERY 
I SHALL 
TO RECEIVE; 

AT THE ""'TES OF THE CITY-

8AlARAMA 
AND THEIR 

TOO HAVE 
HE MEANS 10 

AWAY 
FORCE, 

SURE . 

WELCOME,O 
PRINCES! WE ARE 
HAPPY TO SEE 

YOU HERE. CDN>E 
LET ME LEAD 
YOU TO THE 

PALACE WHERE 
YOU WILL 

STAY. 

,--AS TI-IEY RODE INTO TI-IE CITY. TUEY PA55EO TUE 5J.iRlNE QC 6a00ESS 
PARVATI, TI-IE FAMILy OEITY OF TI-IE ROYAL I-iOU5EJ./OI.[). == 

AJ..H THAT JS THE 
RUKMINI WROTE AEOUT. 

ANXIOUS MY 
DEAR ONE 

MUST BE. 



W4S C()N(:mJEJ) 
THIN65. HE TURNED 70 

THE EMPEROR 
AND HIS MEN 

\OUR CHARIOT 

I AM. 
LET US 

• 
• 

.. 



WHEN THEY REACHED THE GATES OF THE TEMPLE COURTYARO, SHE 5TEPPEO 
OUT OF HER CHARIOT. 

I DO NOT SEE 
KRISHNA AM ONG 
THEM . THEY SAY HE 
IS DARK) W EARS A 

YELLOW ROBE, AND \.. 
5PORTS A PEACOCK 

A5 SHE WALKED TO THE TEMPLE,A MYR._YA-,D~E_"_'E_S_FOI.L-=-_Q_na:>_~HER EVERV 
MOVEMENT,; ORINKINS IN HER BEAUTY. 

SHISHUPALA 15 
-LUCKY. SHE IS 

THE VERY 60DDESS 
OF WEALTH· 
INCARNATE. /'-. 

I 



I WORSHIP THEE, 
o FAITHFUL CONSORT 

OF SHIVA. I BOW 
TO THEE, THY LORD 

AND THY TWO SCNS, 
6ANESHA AND 
KARTIKEYA. 



r-______________________ ~Qmo.~"~'~N~'tm~'~ot~~~--------------------~_, 

THEN, OVERCOME BV THE 
THOUGHT THAT FILLED HER 
8EIN6~SJ£ Pt.EAOED WITH 
THE <5()OC\!OSS. 

PLEASE 
ONLY 

HER WORSHIP OVER, SHE CAME OUT OF 
mE TEMPLE. ~~ ~--="''''-~ 

I~ 

AS SHE WALKED TOWAROS THE 547E, HER EVES ANXIOUSLV :SCANNED THE 
A55Ei11BLY OF KINGS. 

I DO 
HIM 

. " 



HEAVY >I<4S HER HEART ANO SlOW 
HER GAIT. TIE CHARIOT 
BEFOIii'€ HER ALL TOO 

WILL KRlSI-flJA 
EVER 8ECO\IE· .. 

• 

• 



BUT KRISHNA '5 ..c=-=s,..c:0f'[) AWAY SLO/IIIMS 0<J5T INTO THE EYES (lI'" THIE 
BEMUSED KINGS., r-

THEY'RE 
61V1NG CHASE • . 
roo RIDE or,. 
WE ' ll. FALL 
BACK AND 
DEAL WITH 

THEM;;.,.' 

v£RKED INTO ACTION, THE KIN65 
CJ/ARGCO A:WWA-'lO. 

" 



• 
RUKMlNI /.OOKED UP IN H~ WAS RI6HT. CHASE THE JACKALS 

AWAY, MY MEN! 
s-JOOT THEIR HORSES t 

AT K/?f5HNA,H€ 
HEARTIlY AlVD A' l AYE£) HER 

DON 'T BE ALARMED. 
OUR ARMIES WILL 5CXJN 
ROUT THE EN EMY. 

'-...:RA~MA WI LL NOT 
HIS 

WHIL~ 8ALARANIA WAS BUSY 7:4CKLiN6 
HQR0e5, RUKMI CHARtS~D AHEAD AFTER 

--",,,, :::., DESTROY T HEI R 
CHARIOTS! 

RE-ENTER 
WITHOUT 

N I. 

KRISHNA CAN DEAL 
WITH HIM , EVEN 

WITH RUKMINI IN 
HIS CHARIOT. 



BALARAMA'S ONSlAUGHT 
WAS 

<lARASANDHA TRIED 
CONSOLE HIM . --

omar c hitra kot ko 

ALAS ! ' FEEL AS IF MY 
WEDDED WIFE HAS 
BEEN -'8DUCTED. 50 

• 
-"" 

WAS , THAT SHE 
MINE .ALONE . 

FULL OF HATR€D FOR THE MAN WHO HAD 
WORSTED THEM, THE DlSAPPOINTEO SUITOR 
AND HIS WELL· WISHERS ReTURNED TO 
THEIR CAPITAl S. 

MEANWHILE, RUM/! HAD ALMOST CAU6HT UP WITH KRYSHNA. 



FASTER·· · 
FASTER ·,· 
FASIER, · I 

'IOU WILY 
RASCAL. 'fOU 

HAVE PROVED 
OJNNING , 
PROVE 
1/4'OJR. 



KRI5HNA PlJLLED (){JT AN ARROW 
AND .. · ,-----"------------1 ···L/FJEO HIS BOW. 

---1 

26 



RUKMI mx 
BEHIND THE 

• • 

WfTH RA6E, RUKMI 
HIS SWORO •• 

27 

TO HAI<E fT BROKEN 
TO 8170. 



••• AND RU5HEO lDWAROS KRI5HNA . THE NEXT MOMENT, HOWEVER , 
FOUNO HIM HOl£XMS BUT THE HIL~ 

A.5 HE TJ.IREIV ff AWAY IN O/~ KRJ.SHNA PICKED UP HIS 8WClW AND ·· · 

• 

• 
• 

• 

PLEASE 
KIU HIM. 

• 
• 

ARISE. 
RUKMINI. 

FOR '!QUO &IKE. 
OUKMI SHALL 

UVE . 

" 

I - . " 



4£ /VENT IJP 70 RUKMJ AND 
11M WITH 1-1/5 OWN 

I SHALL SHAVE OFF 
I-iALF HIS HAIR AND HAlF 
HIS MOUSTACHE WITH THE 
Be \DE OF MY 5>\QRD. THERE 
ro J/...D BE NO GREATER 
PuNISHMENT /"-~ 

-

KR1~ 
WHAT ARE 

-' -

• 

• 

--, - -~ 

"__ -::0-. 

• • 



KRISt-lNA. 'fOU 
HAVE PERFORMED 
/ON IMPIOUS ACT; AN 
ACT DETESTED BY 
OUR RACE. TO DC 
WHAT YOU HAVE 
DONE TO A I?ELATNE 
15 WORSE THAN 
KILLING HIM. 

--' 
-..... ... 

YOU ARE 
FREE 

TO GO. 

- ~- .. 
, 

. r 
4 .. 

REASE DO NOT TAKE 
OFFENCE. DEAR 
YOUR BROTHER 
NATB...Y I-IA5 REAPED 

FRUIT OF HIS OWN 
ACTIONS. 

-- -~ . 
• 

-- ' . 

ALAS, HE 
ONLY ADDED 
10 INJURY. IT 
BETTER THAT THE~ 

HAD KU I ED ME. 



• 

, , 
AS THE HUMILlAT€D RUKMI SLOWLY WALkeD AWAY

BUT WHERE SHALL 
I eo? BOUND BY MY ONN 
~W,JCANNcrr RETURN 
10 MY CAPITAl.1 WILL 

HAVE TO BUILD A NEW 
CITY FOR MVSELF . 
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