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Il lustrated Classics From India 

A Bag of Gold Coi ns 

The two stories in this Amar Chitra Katha are adapted from Anwar-i-Suhaili, a Persian version of the 
Panchatantra, written by Hussain Ali Wail. Born in the kingdom 01 Khurasan at the time of Sultan Hussain Mina 
11469- 1506 AD), Waiz took the liberty of changing the names of characters to give them local appeal. 

The stories from Anwar-i-Suhaili, with its singularly beautiful writing. were illustrated many limes by eminent 
painters in the courts of Akbar and Jahangir. It is one of the most beautiful expositions 01 the early phase of 
Mughal painting. Only three copies of the book have been found . Two of them ale in India and the third in a 
museum in london. 

In Waiz 's version of the first story, the bag of gold coins is stuffed into the mouth of a cow. which is later killed. 
To avoid hurting the sentiments of a vast section of Indians. we have shown a goat in our version. 

Script: Shanti Devi Motichandra Illustrations: V. B. Halbe Cover: V. B. Halbe 



A BAG OF GOLD COINS 

c 
.:? 

\1 ,\\../ LON6.LON61l60 THERE LIVED fI FIlRMER 
, ~ WHO flLWflYS WOR.kt:D HfiRD. 

'2 _~)--=---- ' WITH HIS TOIL,HE RIlISED fI BUMPE.R CROP. 

~ AT LA5T M~ LABOUR 
HA5 BEEN 

REWARDED! 



HE SOLD HIS CROP RT II GOOD PROFIT 
IN THE CITY MflRKET. 

THREE. HUNDRED 
GOLD COINS! I MUST 
NOT LET AN'IBODY 
KNOW ABOUT M'I 
GOOD FORTU N E . 

HE RETIJRNf:D HOMf: fiNO BIJRIf:D 
THE TRf:flSIJRE. 

fI FEW OflYS WAS IT THREE 
LfiTER- HUNDRED OR 

THERE! NO 
ONE WILL 
ST EAL IT ~!::.-; 

NOW. 

WAS IT MORE" 
LET ME CHECK. 



HE CLOSED THE DOOR liND BOLTED IT. 

liS HE SilT DOWN TO COUNT THE COINS, 
THER£ WIIS II kNOCK liT THE ~OOR. 

HE HURR.IEOL Y PUT THE COINS 
BliCK INTO THE B116. 

OH GOD! 
W H ERE. .:m" u':J.--'t 
I HIDE T HE. 

BAG? 

fiN OUTSIDER 
AT THE DOOR . 
I I'I\U5T HIDE. 
T HE. MONE.),. 

AH ! THAT 
POT ! 



HE. THEN OPENED THE. DOOR. IT Wfl5 
Ii FRIEND OF HIS OUTSIDc. 

I AM ON MY WA'I TO 
THE MARKET. I THOUGHT 

,(OU MIGHT LIKE TO 
JOIN ('(I€.. 

115 HE WIIS SETTING OUT, 
HE 5IIW HIS WIFE. 

I'LL BE BliCK 
BY NOON. 

KEEP LUNCH 
READY. 

IN HIS HURRY HE.q,.ll
FORGOT IILL IlBoUT 
THE OF 

WHEN HIS WIFE ENTERED 
THE kITCHEN-

THERE I"N' T A 
DROP OF WATER 
IN THE HOUSE . 
I MUST FETCH 

SHE. TOOl<. II POT • .. 



. . flND WflS flBOUT TO SET 
OUT FOR. THE RIVER, WHEN 
fl THOU6HT SUDOENL Y 
STRUCK HER 

MY HUSBAND 
WILL BE UPSET IF 

HE. FINDS NO 
ONE. AT HOME. 

WHRT'S THI5 
INSIDE. THE 
par? A BAG! 

WHEN HE 
RETURNS.. 

WILL YOU 
FETCH ME 

SOME WATER? 

ri;~j BY ALL 
I , MEANS. 

GIVE. ME 
THE. POT. 

AH! HERE 
COMES THE. 

BUTCH ER! HE. 15 

ALWAY5 HELPFUL. 

THE. BUTCHER. WflLKED 
THE RIVER;..ccH",E_--1 

f/ 
THE POT. 

NOW WHAT DO 
WE. HAVE HE.RE ~ 

COINS? 



HE PUT DOWN THE POT fiNO 
EXRMINED THE BIIG. 

GOLD COINS. ALL 
OF THEM! THIS 

15 M'f LUCK'! 
DIW! 

HE BOUGHT II FftT GORT fiT THE 
MIlRK£T. ON HIS. WilY BlleK.-

I MUST 
HIDE IT 
IMMEDIATELY. 

.~ -

1'1£ "ORGOT IlLL flBOUT THE WIlTER 
IlNO WflLKEO TOWflR05 THE CITY. 

I WILL GIVE 
A FE.AST TO 
MY FRIENDS. 

WHRT A FOOL AM 
TO CARRY THE 
BAG QPEN L,{ ! 

WHflT BETTER PLIlCE THfiN 
THE GOflT'S INSIDE! 



liS HE WENT FfiRTHER,HE MET HIS SON. 

TA~E THIS GOAT HOME. 
I HAVE SOME WORK 

ALL RIGHT, 
fATHER. 

I PRID TWO GOLD COINS 
FOR THAT GOAT. SEE 
THAT 'IOU TR~(E 
6000 CARE ~-___ 

IN THE TOWN. 

ON IttS WilY HOME. THE YOUTH MET 
THE Fill/MER fiND HIS FR~/~E~N~D~.,c--::;; 

OF IT. I WILL, 
FATHER. 

THIS 15 A fiNE HOW MUCH WILL 
GOAT. WILL 'IOU 'IOU OFfER? 
SELL IT TO ME? 

THREE G<>LC') THE. 
COINS. GOAT IS 

YOURS. 



FATHER WILL BE PLEASED 
WITH THIS DEAL ... IT'S 
BROUGHT HIM A PROFIT. 

WHEN THE F~RNJER REIICHED HOME-

/IS THE .f'IIRMER ENTERED HOllSE-

WHERE IS THE 
POT WHICH 
I HIID KEPT 

HERE ? 

M'I POT! M'I POT 
IS GONE! 

I GAVE IT TO THE 
BUTCHER TO FETCH 

WATER IN , HE 
HASN'T 'lET 
COME BACK. 



/ILL M'I 
HARD-EARNED 

MONE'I 
GONE! 

HE'S NOT LlKEL'f TO, 
EVER I\GI\IN. I H/ID 
KEPT THE BAG OF 
GOLD COINS IN 

THI\T POT. 

PERHAPS 
'IOU ARE 

RIGHT. I THINK 
I'LL 5I\CRIFICE 
THE GOAT AND 
INVOKE GOD'S 

BLESSINGS. 

OH, WH'I DIDN'T 
'IOU TELL ME? 

DON'T GRIEVE. 
NOBOD'I CAN 

DEPRIVE US OF 
WHAT 15 RIGHTFULL'I 

OURS. 



WITHIN MINUTES , HE Cf/ME 
INTO THE KIT CHEN 

YOU LOOK 
EXCITED. 
WHAT 15 THE 

MIITTER? 

HOW DID IT 
GET IN 
THE.RE? 

THE BUTCHER MU5T 
HAVE STUFFED IT 

DOWN THE ANIMAL'S 
THROAT. I BOUGHT 

IT fROM HIS 
50N. 

,",,,, ... ,,, 
MY 611G Of COIN5! 

MY TREASURE! I FOUND 
IT IN THE GOAT'S 

BELL'f. 

I'VE LEARNT MY LESSON. 
HENCEFORTH I'LL CARRY 
TI1E MONE'f ON MY ' 

PERSON. 



THE NE.XT OIlV, THE FIIRMER. ffflD TO 
TO TOWN ON 8USINESS . ON 

THE WilY 8Ile/< -

IT 15 HOT •. R 
DIP IN THE 
WATER WOULD 
BE PLEASRNT. 

LE/lVING THE CLOTHES /lNO THE 
811G OF COINS ON THE 811NK, HE 
GOT INTO THE WflTER.. 

GOLD COINS ! 
THIS 15 MY 
LUCKY DAY. 

II SIfEPIfE.RO WHO HIIPPENE.D 
TO P/lSS THIIT WilY SIlW 

811G . 

HE WI1LKEO IIWIlY WITH THE 811G. 



· '" 
STRANGERS! THEY 

RRE SURE. TO 
SNATCH MY BAG 

OF COINS. 

o 

,"\,JI"' .... . , " .. ' .. 

THREW THE 8116 INTO THE WELL. MEliNWHIL£ THE FIIRMER, COOL 
fiND REFRESHEO, CIlME our 

I'LL COME. BACK 
FOR IT, LATER. 

OF rHE WlirER. Jfc;;;-;;;;;:;;;-;;-""'¢ 

BUT WHERE IS MY 
BAG OF COINS? 
ALA5! I HAVE. 

LOST IT AGAIN. 



WHILE THE DEJECTED FIIRMER 
WflS WflLl<lNG HOMEWIIRDS, 
THERE CliME It STRONG WINO. 

CHII5INI5 THE THE FIIRMER 
REflCHED THE WELL. 

MY TRER SURE.! 
I'VE. FOUND 



THE NEXT OIlY, THE FIIRMER.IINO THE 'IOU 
SHEPHERD RIIN INTO EliCH OTHER 

I HAD HIDDEN A BAG 
OF GOLD COINS IN R 

WELL. NOW IT HRS liT THE V/LLIlGE NJIIRKET. 

THEN THE Bl\G 
I PICKED UP 
FROM THE WEll 
WAS NOT MINE. 

THE F/IRMER 
rool< HIM HOME 
RND Gf/VE HIM 
THE 8f/G OF 
COINS. 

'lOUR MONE'I IS SAFE. I FOUND 
THE BRG AND I THOUGHT IT WAS 
THE ONE I HAD LOST ON THE RIVER 
8ANK. COME WITH ME. RND I'LL 
GIVE IT TO 

'IOU. 

I HOPE YOU 
SOON FIND 
'lOUR 81\G. 



115 THE SHEPHERD WflLI<ED 
HOMEWflRD5-

WHAT A FOOL! HE 
COULDN'T RECOGNISE 

HIS OWN BAG. 

THE COINS WILL BE 
5AFER I N THE HOLLOW 
OF MY STIIFF. 

THE. NEXT DfjY, flS He WflS WIILklNG By THE RI VER , HE TRIPpeD fiND THE. STflFF 
FELL FR.OM IfIS HflNO. BEFORE HE COULD Rf. TRIEVE IT. 

IT Wfl5 CflRRIED flWflY B;Y~'~H~E..s;~~~ 

.. . TO THE OrtiER. 51DE OF THE RIVER. 
WHERE THE. FflRMER HI1PPENED TO 8E 
BflTHING. 

A 5TIIFF! I MAy FIND 
SOME USE FOR IT. 
I'LL TIIKE IT HOME. 



WHEN HE RERCHED 
HOME-

WHEN ffE BROUGHT THE fiXE 
DOWN ON THE 5TflFF-

THRICe. HAVe. I 
LOST M'f COIN S 
AND TH RICe. HAVE 
I REGAINED 
T HEM. 

GLOR'! se 
TO GOD! 

MOIlllL: NOBODY CflN DEPRIVE US 
OF WHflT 15 RIGHTFULLY OURE. 



THE UNGRATEFUL 
GOLDSMITH 

THE VOICE 15 
FROM THAT WELL. 
eOMEBOVY MUST 

HAVE FALLEN 
IN. 



o GOOD 
MAN,HELP 
US OUT OF 
THI5 Wt..LL .j 

Tlfe KIND-lfeflRTCD TRflV£LLeR 
LOWeRED fI CREEPeR INTO THe 



DO VISIT ME WHEN 
~OU COME TO TH E 
MOUNTRIN5. 
I COULD BE OF 
SOME 5E.RVICE. 

TO YOU. 

WRIT! DO NOT 
RE5CUE THAT 
UNGRRTEFUL 
MAN ,'HE'S 
NOT TO BE 

THRNK ~OU,FRIEND5, 
I'LL CERTRINL Y COME 

TO VISIT '{ou. . 

50 COULD I. IF 
YOU COME NERR /7'" 

THE CITY 
BOUNDRRY. 

HRIIE YOU 

so COULD I, 
IF YOU EVER 

I'M 5TILL DOWN 
HERE. 

~--

..... . ~. 



I Cfl N'T LEflVE 
HIM TO DIE. OF 
STARVATION. 
I WILL HELP 
HIM OUT. 

WE WISH 'fOU 
WOULD HEED 
OUR ADVICE . 

500N THE MfiN 100 WAS (}tiT OF TH~ WELL. 

I AM A GOLDSMITH . 
YOU MUST VISIT ME 
AT MY HOUSE IN 
THE CIT'!. 

II YE/tR LfiT£R. TH£ TRfiVELL£fl. 
RETURNED TO THE SliME SPOT 

lis HE SLEPT, II BliND OF 
~08BERS HIIPPENED TO 

WITH II OF GOLD COINS . 

IT 15 GETTING 
DARK. LET ME 

REST NOW. 
TOMORROW I SHALL 
SEEK MY FRIENDS. 

PIISS BY. 



I ",AT VOICE 

50UNDS 
FAMILI AR. LET 
ME SEE WHO 

IT 15 . 

..• PUSHED HIM DOWN THE 
ElXSE OF' A PRECIPICE. . • 

... flND RflN flWflY WITH 
OF GOLD COINS. 

AH t IT' 5 'tOU ! 
DO NOT WORR~ , 

M~ FRIEND. I' LL 
5ET 'IOU FREE 

IN NO TIME . 

FORTUNIlTEL'{ FOR THE . TRAVELLER, He 
HAD F,IILLEN ON,II HEAP OF GR1I55. 



IT DID NOT TIII<E TfiE MONI<£Y 
LONG TO FIND TfiE ROBBERS. 

!IS HE RE.STED UNOER II TREE, 
THE TRflVELL ER TOLO HIS TilLE . 

~">./ YOU STAY HERE 
AND RELAX. . I'LL 

BRING '(OU 
YOUR BAG OF 

" ..... GOLD COIN5. 

fiE TOOl< TfiEIR. POSSESSIONS liND 
fllD TfiEM IN /I BUSfi NEflR. By. 



Hf'f ! OUR SWORDS! 
~----~----------~ OUR BOXES! 

JUBILRNT MONKEY CRRRIED THE 
BflG OF COINS TO THE TRftvELLER. . 

. ", ... 

WHERE ARE 
THEY? 

EVIL 
SPIRIT HAS 

WHISKED 
THEM AWA'f. 

TtfE TRflV£LL£/a TOOK THe BAO OF 
COINS !tNO WENT ON illS WI9Y. 81.1T SOON-

GRRR ..• 



DON'T BE AFRAID. I AM YOUR 
. DON'T 'fOU REMEMBER ME 

WHY, '{OU 
ME THE liON 
OF THE 

flT THE CflV/'.- 'iOU ARE. VERY 

I HAVE. A PRESENT GENEROUS, 
FOR YOU. PLEA&E "::-~~~~O KING OF 

ACCEPT IT. ~ BEASTS. 

THE TRflVELLER SET OUT FOR 
C/TY-

HOW 6RRTE.FUL THE 
ANIMALS HAVE BEEN! 

NOW LET ME. 



,WHEN HE RE8CHED T.HE CITY 
THE NEXT MOR.NING-

DO ~OU 
KNOW WHO 

DID IT? 

FORTUNflTEL Y THE GOLDSMITH flLSO 
IfflPPENED TO 8E IN THfiT CROWO . 

M~ FRIEND, 
IT 15 A PLEA5URE 

TO MEET 
'IOU AGAIN. PLEA5E 

COME HOME. 
"",,,-W . I'm ME. ~== 

I AM GLAD 
THAT 'IOU 

REMEMBER "",./ 

IT 15 HARD TO FIND 
5OMEON E I N THIS 

EXCITED CROWD WHO 
J-"-' WILL GUIDE ME. TO 

~~;;Q;;g;lQl,TH:E:. GOLD5MITH. 

THE GOLDSMITH TOOl< HIM HOME. 

I HAVE A N"CI<L'I"" 
A PRESENT FROM 
FRIEND, THE. LION. 

HELP ME SELL IT AT 
A GOOD PRICE.. 



WHILe TI1KJNG OUT THE NECK.LI1CE FROM TlfE 
8116. THE TRIIVELLER SPILLED II FEW COINS. 

HERE. 15 THE NECKLRCE . AND 
I ALSO ENTRU ST THIS BAG OF 
GOLD COINS T O YOU. RET URN 
IT TO ME WH EN I LEAVE. WISH I COULD GET 

M~ HAND ON THOSE 
GOLD COINS. 

o 
0 0 

LET ME 
HE.LP 0 
'{ou. 0 

o , 

~OU CAN TRUST ME 
WITH W UR BAG OF GOLD 
COIN S. AND I SHALL SELL 
'(OUR NECKLACE 
FOR A HI GH PRICE. 

THE GOLDSMITH 611THERED THE COINS ~ND 
HIINDED THEM 8liCK. TO THE TRflVELLER-. 

THIS LOOKS LIKE 
THE NECKLACE OF 
THE PRINCE5S. 
THE LION MUST 
HAVE KILLED HE~ 
AND GOT IT. 

I WILL INFORM THE KING 
ABOUT THE NECKLACE . 
THE TRAVELLER WILL BE 
SUSPECTED AND HANGED. 
I WILL BE REWARDW 
liND THE COINS WILL 
BE M INE FOR[VER. 



WHEN THE KING WflS INFORMED, HE 'lOU TOOk THE. 
ORDER-ED THE flRREST OF THE TRI1VELLER. LIFE OF THE 

NECKLACE FOUND 
IN ~OU R P055E5510N 
PROVES 'lOUR GUILT. 
'tau WILL BE HRNGED 

TOMORROW AT 
SUNRISE. 

TAKE HEART. NOT 
EVERYTHING 15 ~~:::j 
LOST. I'M HE.RE. . 

PRINCES5. NOW 
YOU PAY FOR IT 

WITH ~OuR 
LIFE.. 

'fOUR 
NlAJESH. 

I AM INNOCENT. 

THE TRflVELLER WIIS KEPT IN 
PRISDN FOR THE NIGHT. 

THE ANIMALS WERE 
RIGHT. THE GOLDSMITH 

HAS BETRAYED 
MY TRUST. 



NO ONE WILL 
BE ABLE TO 
CU RE HER OF 
M'I POISON. 
THEN 'IOU Go. 
TO. THE 
.PALACE ••. 

flFTER. It WHILE fiT THE 
MLflCE-

I'VE BEEN 
BITTEN B~ 
A SNRKE! 
SAVE ME! 

.AND 5AVE HER 
WITH THI5 HE.RB. 
THE KING 15 BOUND 

REWARD 

TtfE LEIlRN£D MEN OF MEDICINE. /lLL CflME THERE. 

wE HAVE TRIED 
ALL THE 

REMEDIES KNOWN 
TO. Us BUT IN 

VAIN, YO~R 



15 THERE NO 
ONE WHO CRN 

SRVE M'f 
" MI~THloR? 

THAT wA5 
DEFINITEL'I A 

5UPERNATURAL 
VOICE, BRING 

THE PRISONER 
TO ME. 

'fES,THERE 
15 ONE
THE INNOCENT 
MRN WHOM 
'IOU HAVE 
CHARGED 
WITH THE 
MURDER 
OF 'fOUR 
DAUGHTER, 

WHEN THE PRISONER. WflslBROUG/IT 

BEFORE ;T.~H::E:...!:.~~4 

'{OUR MAJE.5T'f, 
I WILL DO 50, 

BUT FIRST PLERSE 
U5TEN TO MV 

5TOR'I. 



~S THE TRflVELLER CONCLUDEO HIS STORY- THE TRflVELLERMIXEO 
THE HERB IN II GL/ISS 
OF MILK ... THE PRINCE.55 MIGHT 

HAVE BEEN KILLED 
B~ THE LION. THE 
(;REEDY GOLDSMITH 

LIED ABOUT ME. 

••• IIND NlflOE THE QUEEN 
N/OTHER. ORIN/( IT. 

HE 5HALL BE 
PUNISHED . 

NOW PLEASE 
CURE HER. 

MOTHER! 
DO YOU FEEL 
BETTER? 

I DO, MY "50N. 
SEE THAT THE 

ONE WHO 5AVED 
M'I lIFI'. 15 

RMPL'I REVVRRDED. 



TtiE KING TURNED TO TtlE TRfWcLLER . 

PLEASE RCCEPT 
THIS BRG OF 

\.~iOLD COINS. 

~OU RRE THE 
GUlLT'f ONE! 
~ou ARE TO BE 
HANGED! THE 

KING '5 ORDERS. 

MORA!: EVIL 15/1LWflYS 
R.f.WflRIJED WITH EVIL. 

BY THEN IT W!1S DfiYBREfJJ< . THE 
GOLDSMI TH WR5 Wfl/TING fiT THe 
PLl~CE OF EX£,CUTION . 

THE TRAVELLER 
HAS NOT ~ET BEEoN I 
BROUGHT. ONCE 
HE 15 HANGED, 
I'M SAfE . 

o 
o 
o 
• 



MA"I I BORROW 'lOUR 
COP,! OF A AMAR .. . 
CHIT .. CHIT .. . CHITR A 

KATHA FOR 
A WHILE f' 

ORDER, 
M!1ST ER i' 

\ AII1AI~ CHITRA 
KATHA. 

OH ! I FORGOT. 
"IOU MIN 

G O . 

You don't need a Magic Lamp to get your Amar Chitra Katha. 
Amar Chitra Katha are available in 500+ bookstores across India 
and on www.amarchitrakatha.com 
Our latest reprints are Sher Shah and Surya's Gifts. 


